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Burundi 


President Buyoya’s New Year Address to Nation 
EA011052 Bujumbura Domestic Service in Kirundi 
1700 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[New Year's address by President 
Buyoya—live] 


Major Pierre 


[Excerpts] Citizens, one year is ending and another is 
Starting. As the past year ends and the new one begins. 
we would like to wish you a good new year in 1988, to 
wish you a prosperous year, a year of peace and good 
work, and to express the wish that you live in peace with 
your families and neighbors. 


The outgoing year of 1987 will be an unforgettable year 
in Burundi’s history. In fact, it is about 4 months since 
the Burundian Armed Forces and other good citizens 
liberated Burundi, which was on the verge of collapse. 
[passage Omitted] There is a saying that you cannot be 
born and mature on the same day. Although the Third 
Republic is still young, it has already taken positive steps 
which have satisfied all Burundians and even the world 
as a whole. We have already implemented most of our 
promises. We agreed to respect the sanctity of every 
person in our country. That is why we rectified the bad 
relations which had been existing between the state and 
religions. We released all those who were jailed unjustly, 
and now peace reigns in all corners of the country. 


Furthermore, farmers were pleased by the decision to 
scrap or reduce the unjust taxes. You liked the way we 
expressed our concern for the farmer by giving him a 
good price for his produce. Civil servants, for their part 
welcomed the decision to bring back the bonus and the 
promotions which used to be given at the end of each 
year. They are now working confidently again because 
they cannot be suspended without reason. In all regions 
of the country parents, guardians, and young people in 
schools have hailed the new government for the mea- 
sures which it has taken in the field of education, in areas 
like university scholarships or school fees in primary 
schools. 


Thanks to our clear objectives in regard to relations with 
other countries, our neighbors and friends trust us. We 
met some of our neighbors and sent envoys to others. All 
said that they supported us. As you have all seen, the 
Third Republic does not believe in words alone. Most of 
the decisions have been implemented, others will be 
implemented in accordance with the line we decided to 
take, for the good of citizens. [passage omitted] 


Cameroon 


Biya Addresses Nation New Year's Eve 
AB312103 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 31 Dec 87 


{Cameroonian President Paul Biya’s end of year 
address—live or recorded] 


[Text] Camerc. nians, my dear compatriots: On the eve of 
the new year, I am happy to wholeheartedly wish you a 
prosperous and happy New Year 1988. The year ending 
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has been a difficult year for the world economy. The 
market prices of primary products have continued to fall 
under the double effect of the fall of the dollar and 
insufficient demand. The storm that has shaken the major 
financial trading centers of the world since October has 
further worsened the instability of currencies and prices of 
produce. Money has become more costly and more scarce 
at a time when the resources of countries of the South are 
not what they should have been. [sentence as heard] 
Surely, the future is not entirely gloomy and we should 
refrain from excessive and discouraging predictions. 


fhe international financial community has become 
more conscious of the need to provide a minimum of 
stability for the world economy. A determination to 
better organize relations between the countries of the 
North and those of Africa and to provide the latter with 
increased financial means is taking shape. Cameroon, 
within the appropriate organizations, has contributed to 
this development and will pursue its efforts relentlessly 
so that positions more favorable to Africa's interests can 
be adopted. No one has been spared by the crisis, and 
everyone must respond to it in their own way: Ameri- 
cans, Soviets, Chinese, Europeans, or Africans. 


Cameroon, like the other countries, is affected. This 1s 
through the sale of its coffee, cocoa, fuel, cotton, and 
increasingly difficult trading competition. ! informed 
you right from the beginning of the year now ending of 
the seriousness of the situation and of our resolution to 
face up to it through an unfailing national will and the 
assets Cameroon enjoys in the international community. 
Measures were announced and put into effect aimed at 
ending a waste which, more than ever, (?is hard to 
eliminate). The first steps are beginning to show results. 
An organization has just been set up to control in the best 
way possible, the means of fighting the crisis. The 
organization that has been set up and will work closely 
with me, will report to me regularly, and will propose to 
me any measures required to respond to the present 
difficulties. 


Within the next few days, finishing touches will be put 
on the stabilization plan of which I spoke to you in 
October, and which, in the various areas of economy and 
finance, wil! be the Cameroonian answer to the challenge 
we face. This plan, which is founded on our priorities 
and our peculiar circumstances, will be further testimony 
to the ability of the Cameroonian nation to rely first of 
all on its own efforts and to make the necessary sacrifice 
to preserve the social and economic gains, a policy that 
everyone in the world recognizes as being wise and 
well-balanced. This plan, by contributing to the reduc- 
tion of imbalances, protecting our econoniic fabric from 
the external onslaught, strengthening our strong points 
in agricultural and mining production, by continuing to 
diversify our economy to make it less vulnerable to 
external shock and more capable of meeting the legiti- 
mate expectation of Cameroonians, will further 
strengthen the positive judgment of the international 
financial community and will enable Cameroon to make 
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best advantage of the reservoir of confidence. esteem, 
and solidarity that it has built up for itself over the years. 
The entire international financial community, major 
multilateral institutions, as well as Cameroon's close 
friends, will hence bring in their support for the plan that 
we have worked out ourselves and the rigor of which will 
testify to our determination and our efforts. 


This support will make it possible to mobilize a maxi- 
mum of help under the most favorable conditions so that 
our recovery plan will quickly produce its full effects and 
so that the goals of growth and social progress that we 
have set for ourselves may be attained. These goals are 
ambitious but attainable. Cameroon deserves that we all 
participate in the national effort. It is in this spirit of 
unity and solidarity in action that I now give you my 
sincerest wishes for the year 1988. 


Long live Cameroon! 
Congo 


President Announces Clemency Measures for Prisoners 
AB301220 Dakar PANA in French 1126 GMT 
30 Dec 87 


[Text] Brazzaville, 30 Dec (ACI/PANA)}—The Congo- 
lese head of state. Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso, yes- 
terday in Brazzaville announced a reduction of the 
sen’ences of persons condemned before 31 December 
1987 for the crimes of embezzlement of public funds, 
theft, fraud, corruption, and extortion. 


According to a presidential decree issued yesterday in 
the Congolese capital, this measure of clemency also 
affects persons detained for economic sabotage against 
the party, the state, public and parastatal services, breach 
of trust, and issuance of bad checks. 


It also concerns common law prisoners whose initial 
sentences of 20 to 30 years have been reduced to 5 years, 
while the sentences of those condemned to serve a term 
of 10 to 19 years have been reduced by half, states the 
decree. Persons condemned to prison terms of | to 5 
years and who have served half of their terms have been 
released. 


Meanwhile, foreigners who will benefit from this mea- 
sure will be released and expelled from Congo, concludes 
the decree, which does not specify the identity and 
nationality of these persons. 


Gabon 


Bongo Notes Economic Crisis in New Year's Speech 
ABO11847 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0730 GMT I Jan 88 


[Text] President El Hadj Cmar Bongo addressed the 
nation on New Year's Eve. The Gabonese head of state. 
who lost his elder brother on 29 December, asked all 
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bereaved families and those suffering to hope for better 
times in 1988. President Omar Bongo dwelt on an 
inevitable topic, the economic crisis experienced by his 
country. 


[Begin recording] My dear countrymen: The ending year 
was once more marked by one of the most difficult 
international conjunctures. Africa and the rest of the 
world have once again been the scene of painful events 
caused by natural disasters and fratricidal wars, whose 
impact seriously slowed down the development of some 
countries and brought about recession in some others. 
{end recording] 


Further on Iranian, Turkish Exiles From France 


Fourth Iranian Hospitalized 
AB311118 Paris AFP in English 1022 GMT 
31 Dec 87 


[Text] Libreville, Dec 31 (AFP)}—A fourth Iranian refu- 
gee, Hassan Habibi Kalheroud:, had to be hospitalized 24 
days after beginning a hunger strike to protest against his 
expulsion from France earlier this month, Said Assadi 
Tari, a spokesman for the group of Iranian opponents 
deported to Gabon said here Thursday [31 December]. 
France expelled 14 Iranians and three Kurdish Turks on 
December 8, and all but one are on hunger strike to press 
their demand to return to France to stand trial on public 
order charges used to justify their expulsion. 


Mr Habibi suffers from metabolic disorders that may 
lead to cardiac complications, medical sources said. He 
was unconscious and his pulse was very weak on 
Wednesday, according to his wife, a French nurse who 
joined the Iranian group in Gabon. Three other refugees, 
one man and two women, were admitted to hospital here 
earlier. According to the spokesman, none of those 
expelled to Gabon had “ever been cautioned about their 
activities in France.” “We can only be blamed for having 
drawn public attention to massacres perpetrated by 
Khomeini’s regime in Iran,” he said, adding that the 
French Government “will hardly be able” to legally 
prove charges brought against them. 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Da Costa New Year's Day Address Reported 
ABO22132 Paris AFP in French 1553 GMT 2 Jan 88 


[Text] Sao Tome, 2 Jan (AFP)}—The year 1988 should be 
a year of democratic transformation, the president of 
Sao Tome and Principe, Manuel Pinto da Costa, stated 
in a New Year’s message to the nation yesterday. He 
called on all the people as well as the authorities to work 
to accelerate the country’s development process. Mr Da 
Costa also denounced the injustices, abuses, and embez- 
zlement of state funds by certain top officials. 
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He felt that the creation of the post of prime minister. 
which has become urgent in the face of tue economic and 
social situation, will allow him to play the role of a 
referee. 


He concluded by cailing on the government to conduct a 
coherent and coordinated strategy with the Movement 
for the Liberation of Sao Tome and Principe (the sole 
and ruling party). 


Prime Minister Post Created 
ABO030940 Paris AFP in French 1608 GMT 2 Jan 88 


[Text] Sao Tome, 2 Jan (AFP}—The People’s National 
Assembly (parliament) of the Democratic Republic of 
Sao Tome and Principe yesterday adopted the Constitu- 
tion amendment law on the reorganization of state 
power. The secretary of the assembly's standing commis- 
sion, Pascal Pires dos Santos. in a statement issued 
yesterday, stressed that the law is aimed at legally 
creating the post of prime minister and head of the 
government and precisely defining his functions. This 
law, the communique pointed out, 1s the first step of a 
general process to review the Constitution. The Consti- 
tution Review Commission, headed by Minister of 
Defense Raoul Bragance, is expected to submit its report 
within 12 months. 


It is recalled that last October, the Sao Tornean head of 
State announced, in addition to creating the post of 
prime minister, a constitutional reform. in particular of 
the presidential and legislative elections with universal 
— and for which dates have, however, not yet been 
xed. 


Zaire 
Mobutu Cited on Territorial Reorganization 


ABO031429 Kinshasa AZAP in French 0931 GMT 
31 Dec 87 


[Text] Lisala, 31 Dec (AZAP)}—Marshal Mobutu Sese 
Seko, MPR founding chairman and president of Zaire. 
on Thursday [31 December 1987] visited the great St 
Peter and St Paul Seminary at Lisala. During the visit, 
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Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko spoke about the forthcoming 
territorial and administrative reorganization of the 
country. He reaffirmed that the territorial reorganization 
will affect four regions: Shaba, Kivu, Haut-Zaire, and 
Equateur. The father of the nation emphasized that this 
is not a division of the country but rather a territorial 
reorganization at the administrative level which will be 
approved by the forthcoming congress of the MPR 
scheduled for May 1988. 


During the meeting, the seminarians asked him several 
questions of national interest. He answered the questions 
with precision to enable these young citizens to better 
understand the realities of the country. Thus, concerning 
rumors spread outside the country about his state of 
health, the Guide [honorific titile given Mobutu] dis- 
closed that he was a head of state who upset things, and 
when you upset others, you should expect to be upset in 
turn, he remarked. He explained that since the Mineral 
Union affair, he has become the target of a certain circle 
that everyone knows about: disinformation and more 
disinformation has been spread to destabilize him. 


Asked to comment on the triumphal welcome given him 
by the people of Kinshasa upon his return to the capital. 
the father of the nation said that it was the demonstra- 
tion of the love of a people for their leader and that they 
meant to encourage him on the path that he has taken. 


Replying to other questions, especially concerning the 
Mobayi-Mbongo hydroelectric dam project, he said that 
at the end of the first stage of the project, Gbadolite, 
Businga, Kota-Koli, and Gemena will be supplied with 
electricity generated by this dam. We must wait for the 
second phase—Moby I!—which will provide service to 
Lisala and Bunba. He also disclosed that studies on the 
transmission of electricity from Inga Dam to Mbandaka 
have been convincing and that this project will require 
an investment of $36 million. 


The great regional St Peter and St Paul Seminary at 
Lisala was established in 1980 and has received assis- 
tance from the president on several ocassions. 
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Angola 


UNITA Claims Destruction of ‘Major’ Bridge 
MBO010627 (Clandestine) KUP in English to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 1 Jan 88 


[Text] UNITA forces have completely destroyed the 
Cuanza River bridge situated 22 kms from the town of 
Kamakupa and 80 kms from the Angolan plateau city of 
Bie and which is one of the major bridges along the 
Strategic Benguela railway line. 


According to a military communique signed by the 
UNITA leader, Dr Jonas Savimbi, one hundred and 
sixteen (116) MPLA troops defending the bridge were 
killed and ten (10) others were taken prisoner during the 
seven days of fierce fighting in which UNITA forces 
deployed captured Soviet-made battle tanks and other 
heavy artillery pieces around Cuanza and the adjacent 
towns of Kuemba and Kamakupa. The bridge was finally 
d-stroyed at about 03:30 hours on December 30. 


A second bridge over the Massanda River was also 
destroyed during the military operation carried out by 
UNITA forces. 


Five Soviet-made helicopters and one Mig-23 jet fighter 
were shot down by UNITA anti-aircraft missiles while 
attempting to reinforce the trapped MPLA forces by air 
in addition to the destruction of four Soviet-made T-34 
battle tanks, says the communique. 


As a result of the attack, enemy forces defending the 
town of Kuemba which also lies on the Benguela railway 
line and commanded by a Cuban general, have been 
completely cut off the city of Bie and Luena city (for- 
merly Luso) in the eastern Angolan Province of Moxico. 
[sentence as received] 


UNITA suffered twelve (12) killed and ninety-three (93) 
wounded in the operation which was commanded by 
Brigadiers Geraldo Sachipengo Nunda and Augusto Abi- 
lio Kamalata Numa, who the communique cited as being 
among the best UNITA commanders for 1987. 


Meanwhile, Dr Savimbi has declared 1988 as “the year for 
political affirmation for the triumph of the revolution”. 


Malawi 


Cabinet Dissolved by President Banda 
MB011843 Blantyre Domestic Service in Fneglish 
1800 GMT 1 Jan 88 


[Text] His excellency the life president, in exercise of 
powers conferred upon him by the Constitution, has 
dissolved the cabinei with effect from midnight tonight. 
This was announced today by a spokesman for the office 
of the president and cabinet in Lilongwe. The spokesman 
said as a result of the dissoli.iion, ail portfolios resort to 
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the life president. He added that all matters requiring 
ministerial decisions should be channelled to the office 
of the president and cabinet in Lilongwe until a new 
cabinet is appointed. 


Mozambique 


‘Bandits’ Kill 22, Wound 71 in Attack on Train 
MB020530 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 2 Jan 88 


[Text] On Thursday, 22 people died and 71 were 
wounded in a criminal act by the armed bandits againsi 
a passenger train on the Maputo-Ressano Garcia line. 
Eleven of the wounded are in serious condition. 


The train, traveling from Ressano Garcia, carried some 
1,500 passengers, the majority of whom were workers at 
the Corumana Dam Consortium, COBOCO. A mine set 
by the armed bandits between the Passene and Tenga 
stations caused the train s derailment. The bandits plun- 
dered the train and abducted several people. The attack 
occurred at about 1630. 


MNR Reportedly Massacres Bus Passengers 
MB310928 Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND 
in English 31 Dec 87 pp | and 16 


[By Donny Nxumalo] 


[Text] Scores of people, amongst them Swazis, may have 
died yesterday when gunmen opened fire on the bus 
operating between Swaziland and Maputo, on the 
Mozambique side of the border at Namaacha. 


The bus, popularly known as “Sibhombha’ was inter- 
cepted by bandits believed to be MNR and its passengers 
machine gunned on a lonely road, despite the fact that it 
was being escorted. 


The bandits then set it alight and completely destroyed it 
after a heavy exchange of fire with the escort of Frelimo 
soldiers. 


There was pandemonium at the border yesterday as news 
of the ambush filtered in. Injured are normally rushed to 
the Good Shepherd at Siteki, but by 8.00p.m. no one had 
crossed the border. 


Eight Swazis are known to have been on the bus when 
the bandits attacked it. 


The bus was under escort, as usual, provided by Frelimo 
between Lomahasha and Maputo. 


Sources at the border confirmed that the bus driver. 
known in Mbabane as Mr Pereira, was instantly killed 
during the exchange of fire. 


Early reports said the Frelimo escort was overcome by 
the bandits because the bus was then burnt. 
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The Frelimo, the source said, was responsible for trans- 
porting many of the injured to Mozambican hospitals. 


It could not be established yesterday how many of the 
eight Swazis had died in the attack. Telephone commu- 
nications between Maputo and Swaziland was severed 
soon after the attack. 


The incident occurred around 4p.m. yesterday. The bus 
passed through Lomahasha at 3p.m. 


The Mozambican sources said apparently, the bandits 
had intended to loot the bus but decided to shoot 
everybody when they realised their intention would not 
be easy because of the presence of the Frelimo men. 


The road between Lomahasha and Maputo is now 
becoming a cause for concern as motorists are now 
subjected to torture by the bandits. 


On Christmas Eve, the bandits tortured two Swazi 
women returning from Maputo to Swaziland. During 
that incident they doused a truck driver and shot the two 
women who are still recovering in the country’s hospi- 
tals. One is still at the Good Shepherd hospital. 


A few weeks ago, a Swazi truck driver was shot dead on 
that road when confronted by the bandits. 


The seriousness of the road has cut off Swaziland’s 
embassy staff in Maputo. 


Renamo Claims Zimbabwe Air Raids Kill 50 
LD302143 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2100 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] A Renamo communique issued in "isbon today 
says that the Zimbabwean Air Force killed 50 people on 
23 December when it carried out napalm raids in Sofala 
Province in central Mozambique. 


In another communique Renamo rejects the amnesty 
law recently adopted in Maputo by the People’s Assem- 
bly and denies reports that Renamo members have 
surrendered to the Mozambique authorities. 


Republic of South Africa 


Further Reportage on Transkei Coup Developments 


Holomisa Lifts Martial Law 
MB311056 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1104 GMT 
31 Dec 87 


{Text} Umtata Dec 31 SAPA—Martial law in Transkei 
had been lifted, Army strongman Maj Gen Bantu Holo- 
misa said today. 
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He told a news conference here the military—who took 
control for the second time in three months in Transke 
yesterday—would consider handing over power to an 
elected government once it had achieved the objectives it 
had set itself. 


Gen Holomisa, commander of the Transkei Defence 
Force (TDF), also said martial law, imposed when the 
bloodless “coup” took place, was no longer in force as 
the civil unrest which might have been expected to 
accompany the change-over had not materialised. 


He also said the TDF had “convincing documentary 
proof” that ousted Prime Minister Stella Sigcau had 
received large sums of money for ensuring certain gam- 
bling rights were granted to foreign companies in T rans- 
kei. Standing before TDF flag, with its motto “Disci- 
pline, Loyalty, Duty,” Gen Holomisa said that earlier 
this year it had come to the attention of the military that 
“bribery and corruption” were rife in the country’s 
government. 


“What was most disturbing was that the then PM [Prime 
Minister] and some senior cabinet ministers were 
involved.” 


The TDF had decided to take action against these 
ministers and this had culminated in the resignation of 
Prime Minister George Matanzima and a number of his 
ministers. 


At that time, however, it was “not apparent to the TDF 
that other ministers were also involved in bribery and 
corruption”. 


Since Miss Sigcau’s appointment as Mr Matanzima’s 
successor in October, the TDF had obtained “convincing 
documentary proof” that she was also involved in brib- 
ery and corruption. 


Gen Holomisa said that under George Matanzima, Miss 
Sigcau and other cabinet ministers had received large 
sums of money in return for certain gambling rights 
grants to foreign companies in Transkei. 


The TDF had therefore resolved to take over full control of 
the country in order to “rectify the state of affairs for good 
and all” and to establish a good and sound government. 


The TDF action in October, which resulted in the fall of 
the Matanzima government, did not have the desired 
effect. 


It was decided more “extreme mcasures ’ would have to 
be taken to “indicate to any future government the 
unacceptability to both the TDF and the public of 
bribery and corruption in the organs of state”’. 
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The TDF should not be regarded as a “law unto itself” 
but as a “crusader against the exploitation of the 
country’s resources by unscrupulous persons”. 


Political figures in Transkei had a duty to perform but 
had “failed dismally”’. 


They had not had the interests of Transkeians sufficiently 
at heart and had brought the country into disrepute. 


“They have set a disgusting example for future gener- 
ations”. 


The action taken by the TDF wouid “eradicate the 
devious methods by which rights have been acquired in 
the past, such as the payment of consideration, light- 
heartedly referred to as lobola in this country”. 


Gen Holomisa said all current obligations of the Trans- 
kei Government which had been lawfully entered into. 
including agreements and treaties with other countries, 
would be respected and the “friendly relations existing 
between us and the international community will con- 
tinue to be maintained”. 


Sigcau Denies Corruption 
MB311713 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1707 GMT 
31 Dec 87 


[Text] East London, Dec 31, SAPA—The former prime 
minister of Transkei, Miss Stella Sigcau, today emphat- 
ically denied being involved in any corruption. 


In an exclusive interview by telephone, Miss Sigcau said 
she was not sure why the coup in Transkei had taken 
place. 


“There is absolutely no truth in the accusation that | was 
involved in any bribery or corruption involving casinos 
and the rest of it in Transkei,” said Miss Sigcau, who has 
been in South Africa since Tuesday. 


“I do not deny I was given money before I became prime 
minister by a senior official of the then Transkei Gov- 
ernment, but it had nothing to do with the casino. The 
senior official had heard I was applying for a bursary for 
my daughter who was studying at a school in London. He 
called me to his office and said that since I had been of 
‘great help to him in the past, I feel that | must help you,” 
and he gave me a cheque for R50,00%. This money was a 
donation for my daughter's education and is the only 
amount of money that I know of, or that is being referred 
to by General Holomisa.” 


She said the senior Transkei official, whom she refused 
to name, had always taken an interest in her family. “I 
showed him reports of my children’s progress at school 
and he responded by giving me the money. I used part of 
the money to pay school fees and then | donated the 
other money to a church which I attend and which only 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


had a rondavel for church services. The money I gave the 
church helped to build a big church as my daughter could 
not use all the money as she was in her final year.” 


Miss Sigcau said she would go back to Transkei. “I have 
a clean record and have absolutely nothing to fear,” she 
said. | do not mind appearing befere a commission of 
inquiry, if there is one, becau . I have never been 
involved with anything to do with the casino. 


“The only mistake | may have made was not checking 
from which quarter the money came from. As far as | am 
concerned the money was given to me in good faith as 
the person concerned had always been interested in my 
family. 


“I will be going back to Transkei on Monday. | must be 
given the chanc > to tell the people what ts really the truth 
and to clear my name.” Miss Sigcau said she was not 
aware of any other cases of bribery or corruption. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 31 Dec 
MBO010732 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0646 GMT 
I Jan 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Jan |, SAPA—The following is the 
unrest report from the police directorate of public rela- 
tions, Pretoria: 


“At Taylor's Halt in Pietermaritzburg, a group of blacks 
stoned a private vehicle. Police arrested 115. They 
consist of 73 black males over the age of 18, 29 males 
under the age of 18, 11 black females over the age of 18 
and two females under the age of 18. 


“At Sinating, Pietermaritzburg, a private house was 
extensively damaged when arsonists set fire to it.” 


Unrest Report for 1 Jan 
VW B020758 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0755 GMT 
2 Jan 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Jan 2, SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report: 


“At Sakhile, near Standerton, a police vehicle was stoned 
by a group of black youths. One black man was arrested. 


“At Dedesiwa, near Beaufort West. a group of blacks 
threw stones at members of the police force. Police were 
forced to fire and one black youth was fatally wounded 
and one black seriously wounded. 


“At Katlehong, near Germiston blacks stoned a police 
vehicle, as a result of which the vehicle was involved in 
an accident. Police were forced to fire and one black man 
was killed and one injured. 


“At Elandskop near Pietermaritzburg a gn oup of blacks 
attacked a private house. One black man was arres’cd. 
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“At Dambuza, near Pietermaritzburg. a group of blacks 
set fire to a shop. A man and a youth were arrested. 


“At Mpanda, near Pietermaritzburz, a group of blacks 
stoned a private house. Two men were arrested. 


“At Willow Fountain, near Pietermaritzburg, a group of 
blacks stoned a private house. One youth was arrested. 


“At Smero, near Pietermaritzburg, a private house was 
extensively damaged by arsonists. 


“At Ashdown, near Pietermaritzburg, a private house 
was also extensively damaged by arsonists. 


“At Mpata, near Pietermaritzburg. a black man was 
stabbed to death by a group of blacks. 


“At Mpumalanga, near Pietermaritzburg, an unknown 
black man was seriously injured when he was stabbed by 
a group of blacks.” 


Unrest Report for 2 Jan 
MB030714 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0712 GMT 
3 Jan 88 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 3 SAPA—The following is the SAP's 
overnight unrest repori 


At Mpumuza near Pieterinaritzburg five black men were 
killed and a further two seriously injured in fighting 
between two groups of blacks. 


At Taylor's Halt (Pietermaritzburg) police found the 
body of a 13-yeur-old black youth with stab wounds. 


At Deda (Pietermaritzburg) three black men, one 65 
years old, and other two 48 years old each, were stabbed 
to death by a group of blacks. 


At Slangspruit (Pietermaritzburg) police found the body 
of a 20-year-old black man with stab wounds. 


At Hammersdale (Pietermaritzburg) a house was exten- 
sively damaged by arsonists. 


Unrest Report for 3 Jan 
MB040739 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0723 GMT 
4 Jan 88 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 4 SAPA—The following is the SAP's 
overnight unrest report. 


At Slangspruit (Pmburg) a group of blacks attacked a 
black man and murdered him. He was shot and stabbed 
to death. Police fired shots to disperse the attackers. 


At Mpande ‘Pmburg) a group of blacks attacked a black 
man and stabied him to death. 
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At Taylor's Halt (Pmburg) police used shotguns to dis- 
perse an illegal gathering. A black man was arrested. 


At Shange (Pmburg) a group of blacks attacked a private 
dwelling and murdered the owner, 2 black man, as well 
as his 7-year-old daughter. They were stabbed to death. 
Police arrested two black men. 


At Edendale (Pmburg) a group of blacks stoned a police 
vehicle. They were dispersed with tearsmoke and shot- 
gun fire. A youth was slightly injured. 


At Elandskop (Pmburg) two opposing groups clashed. A 
black man who fled the fighting was shot and wounded 
in the right shoulder by an unknown gunman. 


At Mpumalanga (Pmburg) arsonists set fire to a private 
dwelling. A black man died and a woman and child 
injured in the dlaze. 


At three Durban railway stations, namely Tembalihle 
(Kwamashu), Berea and Duifs Road, groups of blacks 
stoned trains. Police used tearsmoke and birdshot to 
disperse the mobs. A black man was arrested after the 
incident at Berea station when police were stored and a 
shot was fired at them. Damage to trains was not very 
serious. 


At Guguletu (Cape Town) a group of black men attacked 
a speciai constable and fired several shots at him. He was 
seriously wounded in the attack. 


Correction to Unrest Report for 29 Dec 


The following correction to the item headlined “Police 
Issue Unrest Report Covering 29 Dec™ published in the 
30 December Africa (Sub-Sahara) DAILY REPORT on 
pages 5 and 6, 1s supplied from SAPA at 0845 GMT 31 
December: 


“In a SAPA report yesterday it was stated that police had 
found *se body of a 12-year-old boy at Slangspruit, Pieter- 
maritzburg. This is incorrect. The person's age was 21. 


“The SAP public relations division advised today that 
the error occurred during the reporting of the incident.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MBO010930 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN [Cxpects ‘Good Year in 1988 — “The year 
ends much better than it began.’ says Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English for 31 December 1987 in a 
page 6 editorial. “The urresi is under control, the 
economy is improving, the debts crisis is no longer a 
cause for grave concern, the rand is firm and gold is up, 
disinvestment has placed some very good American 
businesses in South African hands. and sanctions have 
proved ineffective.” However, the paper adds. “the 
genuine grievances which the radicals have been able to 
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expioit have not yet been eliminated.” Summing up, the 
paper concludes “1988 looks like being a good year, a 
challenging year, and one we can look forward to with 
quiet confidence.” 


CAPE TIMES Says Labor Party Stands Firm — Cape 
Town CAPE TIMES in English for 3 December 1987 
considers the Labor Party's [LP] Pretoria congress on a 
page 6 editorial, saying “government attempts to engi- 
neer a significant split in the ranks of the majority party 
in the House of Representatives may not succeed afier 
all,” citing the party’s demand for an unconditional 
repeal of the Group Areas Act as “a precondition for the 
possible postponement of the 1989 white elections to 
1992.” The paper concludes “the vast majority of dele- 
gates served notice that the LP may well be a harder nut 
to crack than some had given them credit for.” 


CITY PRESS Hopes for a ‘Wonderful’ Year — Johan- 
nesburg CITY PRESS in English for 3 January 1988 
[date as published] says “priority number one™ on its 
wish list for 1988 is “peace in Natal’s Maritzburg...we 
fully endorse Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s call for an 
immediate stop to this senseless violence.” “We also 
hope that in the coming year the government will have a 
change of heart and release prisoners like Nelson Man- 
dela..." “This also goes for the lifting of the dan on the 
ANC, the PAC and the many voices that have beet. 
silenced.” And, the paper declares, “Wouldn't it be 
wonderful if the government lifted the state of emergen- 
cy?” “Yes,” the paper says, “wouldn't it be wonderful if 
1988 became a great year.” 


Press Comments for 2 Jan 
MBO020724 [Editorial Report] 


DIE BURGER on LP Demands — “When the Labor 
Party de-ided to participate in the tricameral parliament 
it bound itself to the principle of consensus politics, 
because the new dispensation /:ralded a move away 
from confrontation politics,” says the 30 December 
Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans in an editoriai 
on page 10. “In his opening address at the LP Congress 
this week, Rev Allan Hendricxse threatened that he 
would force the government to call a general election in 
1989 un'ess the Group Areas Act was scrapped or 
drastically changed.” “Apparently, scrapping the act 
must be part of accelerated reform which the LP preach- 
es. But, that process can hardly be promoted by trying to 
pressure the government into a corner. Such an attitude 
is not reconcilable with consensus politics.” 


Boycotts Not Effective — In a second editorial on the 
same page, DIE BURGER says: “The book boycott 
initiated against South Africa by some U.S. companies is 
indeed a setback for this country, but at the same time it 
exposes the tremendous naivete of so many foreigners as 
to what would be the besi way of getting South Africa to 
dance to their tune. It would have been much more 
sensible to reason that greater influence could be exerted 
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on the course of events in South Africa through the 
greatest possible exposure of South Africans to outside 
ideas, bui that is not how committed boycotters wish to 
see thing :. Do they really believe that they can achieve 
anything constructive by cracking the sanctions whip 
left, right, and center?” “South Africans must not delude 
themselves into thinking that the U.S. book boycott will 
only affect students, academics, and other researchers. 
But, as with other boycotts, it can be accepted that ways 
will be found to keep the effects to a minimum.” 


Press Comme:ts for 4 Jan 
MBO0408 33 [Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR Formulates RSA Resolutions — South 
Africa’s New Year's resolutions are the topic of a page 10 
editorial in Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in 
English on 3 January. “A crucial starting point is the 
economy.” “Deregulation and privatisation...need to be 
translated into deeds.” Also, “meaningful reform which 
address among other things, the Group Areas Act, could 
go a long way to restoring confidence in the sincerity of 
South Africa's will to change.” 


Leaders Should Wake Up to Folly — “One does not need 
10 be smart to realise that policies which our overlords 
have followed down the years have led to disaster.” 
comments Jon Qwelane in “Just Jon” on page 8. 
“There's even a suggestion the authorities might as well 
slow down on ‘reform’ because, the claim goes, it is a 
thankless exercise.” “It is never too late to mend, and 
one hopes the authorities will wake up to the folly of 
their ways and turn over a new leaf. Otherwise all the 
shootings, burnings, maimings and racial hatred we have 
witnessed till now may have been only the Four Horse- 
men of the Apocalypse.” 


SUNDAY TIMES Considers Pros, Cons of Elections — 
“The Rev Allan Hendrickse’s Labour Party...seems to 
have at last found tha’ its power need not be limited to 
tedious rhetoric in the debating chamber.” reflects 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English on 3 January 
in a page 14 editorial. Hendrickse is insisting on strict 
adiverence to the Constitution's requirement for trica- 
meral parliamentary elections before 1989, rauch to the 
dismay of President P.W. Botha. “Is an early general 
election undesirable? Not necessarily.” Colored and 
Indian parliamentarians need to renew their mandate 
afier 5 years in office. In addition, “local government 
elections this year are likely to favour the right wing.... A 
parallel parliamentary election could offset the rightward 
drift at local level.” “But there is, of course, a qualifica- 
tion. If the government chooses to run the next election 
like the last one—heavy on bombast and light on 
reform—incalculable harm will be done to the already 
fragile principle of constitutional participation among 
black, coloured and Indian communities. President 
Botha dare not allow this to happen.” 
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Liberals Must Resolve Economic Policy Differences — 
“Apartheid and capitalism are increasingly viewed as 
two sides of the same coin by a large section of the South 
African population, and there is little doubt that libera- 
tion will herald a new economic order,” observes Stel- 
lenbosch University’s Kierin O’Malley on the same page. 
“...unless the middle ground of South African politics 
quickly gets its act together liberation ts likely to have a 
strong Marxist” flavor. “Economically, South African 
liberals range from free markcteers on the right to social 
democrats on the left... Liberals should resolve this 
dichotomy, or they run “the risk that postponing the 
inevitable decision only serves to fuel the flames of 
polarisation, further weaken the middle ground, thereby 
making genuine liberation even more remote than it 
appears at present.” 


United Opposition Not Realistic Prospect — “Is a united 
opposition feasible? Is it even desirable?” asks Lester 
Venter on page 15. “There is a substantial argument 
emerging for answering ‘no’ in both cases.” With last 
year’s well-publicized split in the nascent Independent 
movement, “it is no more than wishful thinking to 
imagine that phalanxes of disenchanted voters will 
desert the NP for a ‘viable alternative’ promising a vague 
prospect of negotiations with unnamed partners for an 
undetermined structuring of national peace.” “Suck an 
argument 1s dangerously nihilistic while such an alterna- 
tive does not exist.” “The Independent movement as it 
existed ‘n the first half of this year is washed up. But the 
factors that created it, and the explosion of hope that 
accompanied it, are not.” 


Aggressive Change Essential to 1988 — “The most 
important issue of 1988 will be whether or not we 
misread” the current lull in the pattern of violent resis- 
tance and repression “as a retv,1 to ‘normality’ or 
whether we recognise it as a brief respite which must be 
used well and urgently to build a basis for 4 stable 
future,” concludes Lawrence Schlemmer, director of the 
Center for Political Studies at the University of the 
Witwatersrand, in an article on the same page. Several 
indicators underline tie temporary nature of this appar- 
ent quiet. “Our ecoromic recovery scems very fragile 
and considerably dependent on government spending as 
opposed to new private investment.”” Urban manage- 
ment skills are urgently required to cope with the “lethal 
pressure cookers” in South Africa's cities. Power sharing 
without domination must be clearly outlined in 1988. 
“More thar other divided societies, South Africa has the 
collective skill to find solutions.” 


BUSINESS DAY: Violence Defeatist Strategy -— “The 
past 12 months have...shown again the futility of vio- 
lence, which has claimed so many lives in the name of 
liberation,” remarks Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 4 January in a page 4 :ditorial. “Car bombs. 
landmines aad grenades have kil.ed and maimed. but as 
with sanctions the effect has been the opposite of what ts 
intended—it has consolidated the resolve of conserva- 
tive whites to resist black advancement.” “1¢ refer to 
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violence as a last resort...is not only irresponsible but 
defeatist.” “People could destroy each other, but at some 
point they would have to sit down and talk.” “What 
form that talking should take 1s for the people's leaders— 
those in government and all the others—to work out, but 
there can be no question that this is the path the country 
has to make for itself in 1988." 


SOWETAN Calls for Action in Pietermarit “urg — “The 
Situation in the Maritzburg area has assuned the pro- 
portions of a national tragedy.” comments a page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 4 
January. “The time /or politica! point-scoring is gone.” 
“We believe that saxty can only come from a concerted 
action mounted by outsiders to stop the hostilities. 
Perhaps the churches should be approached to meet and 
in their united action go to Maritzburg.” “It is patently 
clear that both Inkatha and the UDF are in agony 0. :r 
the situat‘on.” “It should not be a matter of shame for 
them to seek outside help.” 


Zirababwe 


President Mugabe Announces New Cabinet 
MB022040 Harare Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 2 Jan 87 


[Text] The president, Comrade Robert Mugabe, has 
announced a new cabinet. There are three senior minis- 
ters who will be in the president's office. They are 
Comrade Joshua Nkomo, Comrade Maurice Nyagumbn, 
and Comrade Bernard Chidzero. 


Other cabinet positions are as follows: 


Comrade Nathan Shamuya- 
rira 


Foreign affairs 


Information, posts. and tele- Comrade Witness Mang- 
communications wende 
High: ¢ education Comrade Dzinga:t Mutum- 


buka 
Primary education Comrade Fay Chung 


ladustry and technology Comrade Callistus Ndlovu 


Trade and commerce Comrade Oliver Munyaradz: 

Transport Comrade Simbarashe Mum- 
bengeewi 

Consiru tion and national Comrade Joseph Msika 

housing 

Mines Comrade Richard Hove 

Defense Comade Enos Nkala 

Agriculture Comrade David Karimanzira 


Youth. sports. and culture Comrade Kwedini 
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Community cooperatives 
development 
affairs 


and women's 


Justice, , and parlia- 
mentary affairs 


Natioral supplies 
National security 


Health 


Energy . water eserens. 


Labor, manpower planning. 


and social welfare 
Home affairs 


Natural resources 


= ones. a 


State for the public sezvice 


in the president's office 


Comrade Joyce Wachuru 


Comrade Munangagwa 


Comrade Simbi Mubako 
Comrade Sydney Sekeramay: 
Brigad:cr Feiix Muchemwa 


Comrade Kumbirai Kangai 


Comrade John Nkomo 


Comrade Moven Mahachi 
Comrade Victoria Chitepo 


Comrade Enos Chikowore 


Mr Andersen. 


The deputy ministers are as follows: 


Information, posts. and tele- 


Comrade Manyanga 


Industry and technology 


Trade and commerce 


Transport 

Public Construction 
Mines 

Lands, agr. ain 
rural ESCA ras. ark 


Youth, sport. and culture 


Cominu rity development 
and women's affairs 


Health 


Enc.gy. water resources. 
and t 


Labor, manpower olanning. 


and sovial welfare 


Local ment, rural. 
and u development 


Finance, economic plan 
ning. and development 
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Comrade Henry Poote 


Comrade Moten 
Morianga 


Senaior Hughes 


Comrade Robert 
Marere 


Comrade Duke 


Mr Kay 


Comrade Charles 
Ndlovu 


Comrade Yupe 


Comrade Stephen 
Mamushora 


Comrade Edward 
Ndlovu 


Lt Colonel Gaza 


Comrade Luck Moyo 


Comrade Tichai 
Mesiah 
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Benin 


Agreement on Geological Surveys Signed With USSR 
AB300703 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 29 Dec 87 


[Text] Benin and the USSR have just signed a protocol 
agreement under which the USSR will undertake geolog- 
ical work in our country. A press communique was 
released today by the minister of foreign affairs and 
cooperation. The minister said: 


Comrade Antoine Adji Kolawole, deputy permanent 
secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooper- 
ation, on Thursday, 24 December 1987, on behalf of the 
Beninese Government, signed a protocol between the 
USSR and the People’s Republic of Benin concerning 
the realization of geological work and surveys covering 
an area of 6,000 square km in the northwestern part of 
Benin. This protocol involves R5 million, that is, 2.5 
billion CFA francs. The signing ceremony took place at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
between the deputy permanent secretary of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation for the Beninese 
side, and (Valentine Gilsov), economic counselor at the 
USSR Embassy for the Soviet side. 


The two signatories, in their respective statements, 
pointed out that this ceremony demonstrates the good 
health of bilateral cooperation. In the area of geological 
cooperation, it will be recalled that during the period 
from 1979 to 1983, Beninese and Soviet geologists did 
an excellent job of geological research in the northern 
part of Benin. Significant results were achieved during 
this joint exercise. The signing of this present protocol 
will enable the two sides to document and develop 
natural resources in order to improve the well-being of 
the Beninese people. 


The press communique was signed by Guy Landry 
Hazoume, minister of foreign affairs and cooperation. 


Burkina Faso 


Compaore Receives Chadian Minister, Habre Message 
AB021507 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 2 Jan 88 


[Text] Before leaving for Tripoli this morning, the head 
of state received in audience Oudalbaye Naham, Cha- 
dian minister of labor 2ad employment, who brought a 
message from President Hissein Habre to his Burkinabe 
counterpart. The Chadian minisier later explained that 
the message concerns the friendly relations of brother- 
hood that exist between the two countries. 
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Compaore Leaves for Visit to Libya 2? Jan 
ABO21319 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 2 Jan °~ 


[Text] Captain Blaise Compaore left Ouagadougou this 
morning for a friendly working visit to Libya. This visit 
comes less than | week after his West African shuttle 
which took him successively to our countries of the 
subregion— Benin, Togo, Niger, and Mali. In these 
countries, Capt Blaise Compaore explained to his coun- 
terparts the nature of the rectification process and its 
prospects for the Burkinabe people. 


In Tripoli, the Al-Qadhdhafi-Compaore talks will 
undoubtedly be dominated by the same issues with the 
need for the revitalization of cooperation between Libya 
and Burkina Faso at the forefront. 


It should be recalled that Major Jean-Baptiste Boukary 
Lingani, minister of popular defense and security, was 
recently on a visit to the Jamahiriyah, and his visit 
followed that of the Libyan foreign minister to our 
country less than a month after the rectification process. 


Arrival in Tripoli Reported 
ABO021946 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 2 Jan 88 


[Text] The chairman of the Popular Front and head of 
state, Captain Blaise Compaore, arrived in Tripoli at 
noon at the invitation of Colonel al-Qadhdhafi. Capt 
Blaise Compaore was welcomed on arrival at the airport 
by the Libyan number two, Major Jallud. From Tripoli, 
Baba Amman talks about the importance of this trip: 


[Begin recording] In order to discuss the main issues of 
cooperation between Libya and Burkina Faso, the mem- 
bers of the delegation which is acompanying the Popular 
Front chairman are expected to have a working session 
early this evening with their Libyan counterparts. The 
two heads of state are also scheduled to hold private talks 
this evening. The subjects of their talks were not dis- 
closed, but the political changes in Burkina since 15 
October 1987 will be thoroughly discussed. As their 
invitation to the Burkinabe head of state indicates, the 
Tripoli authorities certainly need to understand the 
current rectification process, and the explanations that 
will be given them will accomplish this. 


Since good cooperation is based on mutual understand- 
ing, the head of state’s trip constitutes a further step in 
the improvement of relations between Burkina and 
friendly countries. [end recording] 


Compaore, Al-Qadhdhafi Hold Talks 
AB031358 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 3 Jan 88 . 


[Text] Captain Blaise Compaore, chairman of the Pop- 
ular Front and head of state, is continuing his friendly 
working visit to Libya. It is a visit during which Libyans 
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and Burkinabe reaffirmed the need to strenghten the 
Burkinabe revolution which ts a link in the world revo- 
lution. In short, Captain Compaore’s visit is taking place 
in an atmosphere of a great diplomatic openness, as Baba 
Amman confirms from Tripoli: 


{Begin recording] The curreni visit being undertaken by 
Burkinabe Head of State Capt Blaise Compaore to Libya 
can rightly be described as a friendly working visit. 
Friendship because Burkina Faso and Libya desire to 
consolidate the cooperation ties binding them, on the 
basis of mutual respect, while the inviiation extended to 
the Burkinabe authorities demonstrates the interest 
Libya has in our country. 


Capt Blaise Compaore and his host, Colonel Mu'ammar 
al-Qadhdhafi, yesterday evening held their first private 
talks. The chairman of the Popular Front was received at 
the family residence of the leader of the Libyan revolu- 
tion. This detai! is not unimportant because the last time 
any personality was received in this residence was a little 
over 2 years ago. Also demonstrating the warm welcome 
was the dinner held in honor of Capt Blaise Compaore 
by the family of the leader of the Libyan revolution. 
Furthermore, the 2 and 1/2 hour talks between the two 
heads of state offered Col al-Qadhdhafi the opportunity 
to express his support for the Popular Front. However, 
he regretted the way in which the crisis was solved. 


According to reports we gathered, Col al-Qadhdhafi 
stressed the need to strengthen the Burkinabe revolution 
because it is an important link within the world revolu- 
tion. It is Libya’s duty to support Burkina Faso because 
it is in unity that the progressive camp can triumph. It is 
therefore necessary to maintain and to develop contacts 
between the progressive countries. Those were the major 
points of the topic discussed during these private talks. 


The delegation accompanying the Popular Front chair- 
man yesterday evening held a working session with a 
Libyan delegation. The result of this session was 
described as satisfactory. 


The two delegations met again this morning for a second 
session. [end recording] 


Ghana 


Rawlings Address Marks 31 Dec Anniversary 
AB311952 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1830 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Address to nation by Ghanaian Head of State and 
PNDC Chairman Jerry John Rawlings on 31 December 
marking sixth anniversary celebration of the 3ist 
December Revolution—live or recorded] 


[Text] Countrymen and women, good evening to you all. 
I am just wishing you had a very healthy and a merry 
Christmas. | am wishing you a happy but a reflective 
New Year in advance. 
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On this sixth anniversary, we must necessarily remind 
ourselves that the struggle for social justice in our 
country, the battle to consolidate our very nationhood 
and independence, will be long and hard work. Empty 
promises of a rosy future without toil have never been 
our idea of a way forward for the country. On this 
ocassion last year, | announced the PNDC’S intention to 
conduct district level elections that would lead to the 
establishment of district assemblies as the highest polit- 
ical authority in each district. In the two documents that 
were published on July Ist this year, we have set our 
(?basic) modalities for the conduct of these elections and 
also applied a national program for economic develop- 
ment. Registration of eligible voters for the elections has 
taken place. Let me say, however, that we are highly 
encouraged by the turnout for registration even in the 
remotest parts of the country despite some initial admin- 
istrative weaknesses in the conduct of the exercise. 


Democracy is only real when ordinary people know the 
stake they have in it and are prepared to fight for its 
realization and that is why we will continue to insist that 
each and every citizen must not shirk his responsibilities 
in this exercise. As we all acknowledge, the December 
3Ilst Revolution was born out of the chaos which 
afflicted the nation from the (?latent) economic collapse 
of the late seventies and early eighties. That collapse was 
not due to any accident or any single act. It came about 
as a result of a series of confused policy decisions 
dictated by the lack of clarity about single objectives and 
compounded by acute disunity and the fai! ire of estab- 
lished institutions to sustain the nationa: siructure. We, 
however, could not call ourselves revolutionaries unless, 
in seeking to chart a path toward the future, we drew 
appropriate lessons from the failures of the past and 
made genuine efforts to guard against their reoccurrence. 
It was from the objective analysis of the lessons of the 
past that we have carved a path that may appear uncon- 
ventional to some and for which doubts still linger in 
some minds. 


The ultimate goal of our revolution is the establishment 
of a society in which all citizens can derive the maximum 
good from their combined efforts. To achieve this, we 
need to establish a political structure capable of sustain- 
ing the economic and social well-being of the country 
and of all our people. That structure may...[corrects 
himself] must necessarily involve the creation of institu- 
tions through which all Ghanaians will exercise their 
right to participate in the process of decisionmaking at 
all levels. This, to us, is an inviolable principle from 
which all our efforts spring. for we firmly believe that it 
is from the depth of involvement of other people, such as 
workers and farmers, intellectuals and professionals, 
soldiers, and policemen, that we can draw the collective 
wisdom which will safeguard the future of our nation. 


In the past, we have been called upon to uphold the 
business of nation building from the one citadel of power 
which is the central government. We had inherited a 
distorted concept of democracy which concentrated 
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authority solely at the top so that each one of us, 
individually or collectively, owed everything to the pol- 
iticians and bureaucrats in Accra and to some extent, the 
rogional capitals. Whether we would have clean water or 
a simple place of convenience in our village became 
dependent on the [word indistinct] in either Accra or the 
regional centers as | said. And this, as you all know, was 
a classic state, which, given the scarcity of resources, 
gave rise to untold corruption and distortions in our 
national development. 


For the first time, we are seriously shifting the focus of 
decisionmaking in the areas which directly affects our 
lives from [words indistinct] center to the grass roots 
where they really matter. In other words, we are accord- 
ing primacy to the local level in the evolution of democ- 
racy. But, of course, when we say this, we do not imply 
that for us democracy begins and ends at the local level. 
Far from it. The local structure is only the f sundation 
upon which the other structures of the democratic pro- 
cess will be erected. 


Questions have, however, been raised about the pace at 
which we would be pursuing this democratization pro- 
cess. Some have even questioned our motives and won- 
dered whether we are not merely seeking steps to perpet- 
uate Ourselves in power. Let me address these questions 
with all earnestness and I speak from the depths of my 
heart and I know I speak for a good number of people in 
government. 


We have run the affairs of this nation for 6 years. Friends 
and foes alike will agree that these and the June 4th, 
1979 period have been amongst the most dramatic years 
in the history of our nation. [Word indistinct] we are 
inspiring a new moral order and we are altering the shape 
of our economy so that out of the (?morals) of the past, 
we can hold before ourselves a future of hope and 
confidence. We could announce a return to a so-called 
constitutional rule, but that will inevitably lead to a 
repetition of past mistakes and a mere reproduction of 
our past experiences. We have not chosen that easy path 
because we are not a government of cheap and easy 
options. If we were, we would not have been able to take 
the necessary go-hard decisions that have enabled us to 
begin turning our economy around. And if we have had 
that determination and the sensitivity to take these 
necessary economic measures, why should we fiddle with 
the future by going in for cheap political options? No, 
that cannot be our way. Our option is to buttress these 
economic decisions we have taken with the necessary 
political choices to sustain the future of Ghana in an 
atmosphere of freedom and justice, based on sound 
economic policies. And the way we are going to buttress 
that future is by bringing into being institutions of 
government that will draw their strength from the total 
involvement of all the people of this country. 


In all this, one thing must be made clear. Nothing that we 
set in motion today will endure for any length of time 
unless it is supported by a sound and healthy economy. 


WEST AFRICA 


We should know that much from our own history and 
from the experience of other countries. The greatest 
enemy of democracy is a weak and chaotic economy. 
Thus we delude ourselves if we think that without 
securing the foundations of our economy and without 
tackling and correcting its weaknesses, we can build 
democracy for ourselves. No, that will not be possible. 
Democracy can be secured only on the foundations of a 
strong, viable, and efficient economy, and that’s what 
we've been about, that’s what we are about, and that’s 
what we intend to pursue. It should not be lost on you 
that the worst enemies of the revolut' on offer no alter- 
natives to the efforts of economic recovery that we have 
set in motion, my fellow countrymen. They are [words 
indistinct] by now totally devoid of any ideas except 
repetitive empty slogans about their myopic brand of 
democracy and yet they have been the biggest enemies of 
democracy in the history of our country and they would 
want to destroy the real democratic openings we are 
initiating. 


Fellow countrymen and women, as our economic recov- 
ery efforts continue, we are sharpening our focus on the 
impact that policies aimed at achieving economic growth 
have for the least-privileged in the society, particularly 
those in the rural areas where the wealth of the nation is 
principally generated. 


In the last month, a document outlining again a program 
of actions to mitigate the social cost of adjustment has 
been issued by the government. This program is aimed at 
ensuring that the (?growing power) to which our econ- 
omy is going to be restored does not only benefit those 
who have traditionally had access to economic opportu- 
nities, but rather depends the long-term process of socio- 
economic transformation that we have begun. It is our 
national duty—all of us—to become increasingly famil- 
iar, not just with these documents that formulate gov- 
ernment policy, but also with the real state of affairs, 
nationally and internationally, which necessitates sus- 
tained measures (?at the time) that we have embarked 
upon (?them). 


I believe that we can feel slightly proud that thanks to our 
efforts of economic recovery, we are withstanding the 
traumatic shock of the collapse of the international 
cocoa agreement and the drop in the world price to a 
record low this year. The prospects for the year ahead in 
the face of this situation cannot be very bright unless we 
redouble our efforts to produce more of the resources 
that can earn us value on the international market and 
help us import what we need. Some people would, 
however, also have to reexamine their taste for imports, 
especially when local substitutes are available and the 
resources are not there to import them. It is because of 
the demand for increased national productivity that I 
must always return to the theme of the human factor in 
our national development. 


One of the (?tragedies) of underdevelopment is that our 
very humanity as a people has been so damaged that 
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initiative, creativity, and the sense of responsibility for 
our Own situation have been lacking in many of us, even 
with those in responsible positions. 


I will always insist that the greatest damage that can be 
done to a people is the breaking of their moral fiber, the 
very Capacity to react and to transform an unacceptable 
environment. Our efforts to formulate relevant and 
correct policies will make no impact unless the contri- 
bution by the human elements of the people translate 
these policies into (?life) into the vital mainstream of our 
country’s existence. It is only when we can (?charter) in 
full the rich human potential that we know exists in this 
country that our economic recovery can become less 
painful. 


Countrymen and women, in the coming year, the gov- 
ernment will continue to work diligently toward national 
economic take-off. | must, however, add that no eco- 
nomic problem is ever solved through throwing cheap 
money at income earners. Every gain in income must be 
backed by a corresponding gain in national productivity. 
Huge government income bills do not necessarily lead to 
improved living standards. On the contrary, they have 
more often than not worsened the living conditions of a 
people. A glance at all aspects of national life indicate 
rather painfully that some of the old habits are creeping 
back into prominence. The subtlety with which this is 
happening is rather disturbing. And while some of us 
look On in a rather apathetic manner as the old habits 
threaten to crumple up aspects of our modest achieve- 
ments, the (?concerned) public is only commenting in a 
whispering tone about the loss of revolutionary speed, 
revolutionary momentum. Now and then, people from 
all walks of life talk about the slowdown in the revolu- 
tionary process. The members of the council and other 
cadres of the revolution have also had cause to discuss at 
length the slowing down of the revolutionary momen- 
tum. I am going to assure you that we are even more 
upset than those of you countrymen and women who are 
concerned about the pace of our struggles. Surely the 
slow pace is not in line with our perception of what we'd 
call revolutionary work. We have listened to arguments 
which placed the resurgence of old habits, the [word 
indistinct] (?pervasion) of apathy and the slowing down 
of the process on human limitations. The human capac- 
ity for learning, adapting, and putting into practice new 
knowledge and information obviously is not without 
limits. And no doubt we have our individual as well as 
our collective limitations. Each and every one of us will 
have to show results wherever he or she is and account 
for their performance. 
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We will be laying more emphasis on direct monitoring 
and on the spot investigations and inspection. We shall 
not overlook the deliberate and preconceived acts of 
negligence and nonperformance, nor shall we look on 
unconcerned as the old habits violate the atmosphere of 
thoughtful activity which we have worked so hard to 
create. 


Fellow countrymen and women, there is a time for 
Stately speeches, there is a time for pious talk, and 
there is a time to face certain hard truths in a language 
that may be neither pious nor stately. Certainly, dirty 
habits and questionable business practices that have 
always contributed to undermining the efforts of one 
administration after the other, giving rise to serious 
economic distortions and abuses and ultimately result- 
ing in the painful socioeconomic hardships in the lives 
of our people, is an experience that most of us in this 
country must be aware of. In the not too distant past, 
most of us were witnesses, and some of us even 
innocent victims of the violent explosion that was a 
direct consequence of those habits and practices. For 
most of you—for most of us—who have been in this 
country, one important fact which may have escaped 
most of you is that those who are made to pay for those 
crimes with their lives could not possibly have earned 
more than a mere tiny fraction of the volume of the 
dirty money from the business and financial deals 
which were made with their collaborators. Some of 
those collaborators and business concerns have always 
been around and are no doubt possibly still around, 
while their collaborators in those administrations, as in 
the recent past, paid with their very lives. They have 
[words indistinct] have survived and are probably 
living well, and most probably creating problems. 


Let me take this opportunity to assure those doing clean 
business, whether they are of a local or a foreign origin, 
provided they are doing clean business, that they can 
always count on government backing all the way. But if 
any business concerns and if any individuals have any 
intention of resorting to some of the old habits, I say that 
while they may not pay for such crimes in the same 
magnitude as their collaborators in government as in the 
recent past, they will, however, not get away with a mere 
fine as has been happening. 


My beloved countrymen and women, let's put in a bit of 
a change this coming year. I pledge, | promise that I will 
be doing my duty. I will expect you to do yours. And with 
this I would like to wish all of you a happy New Year, 
once again. Thank you. 
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